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THE PROMPT: My son has the opportunity to spend a month studying in the Middle East in January as
part of a special program for his college, Colby College. His two choices are Oman and Jordan. We are
from San Francisco. Which one should he select? ---

THE RULING: Choose Jordan as the default option, unless the Colby January program syllabus
specifically focuses on Gulf studies, Ibadi Islam, Indian Ocean trade, or desert/maritime ecology — in
which case Oman becomes the superior choice.
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The Prompt

My son has the opportunity to spend a month studying in the Middle East in January as part of a special
program for his college, Colby College. His two choices are Oman and Jordan. We are from San Francisco.
Which one should he select? ---

The Ruling

Choose Jordan as the default option, unless the Colby January program syllabus specifically focuses on
Gulf studies, Ibadi Islam, Indian Ocean trade, or desert/maritime ecology — in which case Oman becomes
the superior choice.

This verdict, drawn from the majority opinion of the Tribunal, rests on Jordan’s superior site density,
academic infrastructure, and institutional support, which deliver higher educational return per day in a
compressed one-month program. Jordan offers six UNESCO World Heritage sites within a 4-5 hour radius
of Amman — including Petra, Wadi Rum, and Jerash — enabling 5-6 distinct field modules compared to
Oman’s 3-4. Its established ecosystem of U.S. study-abroad providers (AMIDEAST, SIT, CET) and
homestay networks ensures structured Arabic immersion and NGO access, particularly valuable for students
continuing Levantine Arabic at Colby. While Oman has warmer January weather and lower tourism
saturation, these advantages are outweighed by Jordan’s logistical and academic efficiency for a typical
liberal arts curriculum. The strongest evidence is the geographic clustering of sites, the 1,583 annual U.S.
students in Jordan versus 132 in Oman (lIE Open Doors 2023), and the demographic reality that Oman’s
expatriate-dominated service sector (86% foreign labor) limits authentic Arabic interaction despite lower
anglophone infrastructure. The main caveat is that this recommendation assumes a standard humanities or
Arabic-focused syllabus; for Gulf-specific content, Oman’s unique academic offerings prevail.

Core Analysis

Jordan’s Superior Academic and Logistical ROI

The decisive advantage of Jordan lies in its geographic concentration of high-value academic sites,
which maximizes learning throughput in a 30-day window. From Amman, students can access six UNESCO
World Heritage sites — Petra, Wadi Rum, Umm er-Rasas, Quseir Amra, As-Salt, and the Baptism Site — all
within a 4-5 hour drive. This clustering enables efficient, high-yield programming: a typical January term can
execute 5-6 distinct field modules, such as a day trip to Jerash (Roman ruins), a combined morning at
Madaba (Byzantine mosaics) and afternoon at the Dead Sea, and an overnight to Petra and Wadi Rum. In
contrast, Oman’s headline sites — Muscat, Nizwa, Bahla, Jebel Akhdar, Salalah — are more dispersed.
Salalah requires a 2-hour flight or 10+ hour drive from Muscat, and even core clusters like
Nizwa-Bahla-Jebel Akhdar require separate overnights due to transit times. Verified itineraries from
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providers like CET Jordan and Noor Majan show Jordan programs averaging 5-6 distinct modules in four
weeks, versus Oman’s 3—4, a 40-50% higher academic cadence.

This logistical efficiency translates directly into curricular breadth and comparative learning. Jordan’s
proximity allows students to engage multiple civilizational layers — Nabataean, Roman, Byzantine, Islamic,
and modern Arab — in a single week, fostering interdisciplinary analysis. For example, a “Trade Routes of
the Levant” module can link Petra’s Nabataean hydraulics, Jerash’s Roman urban planning, and Umm
er-Rasas’s Byzantine churches in three days. Oman, while rich in heritage (e.g., Bahla Fort, Aflaj irrigation
systems, Land of Frankincense), cannot replicate this density of academically cataloged,
UNESCO-recognized sites within a short radius. The evidence is robust: UNESCO World Heritage Centre
maps, Google Maps transit times, and provider schedules from SIT and AMIDEAST confirm Jordan’s
clustering advantage, which survived all adversarial challenges.

Academic Infrastructure and Language Immersion

Jordan’s established U.S.-facing academic ecosystem delivers superior institutional support and
language immersion. It hosts over 1,500 American students annually (IIlE Open Doors 2023), compared to
fewer than 150 in Oman, funding a dense network of providers: AMIDEAST, SIT, CET, Qasid Institute, and
ACOR. This infrastructure enables structured Arabic immersion through vetted homestays and
Arabic-only pledges, which are rare in Oman. Programs like AMIDEAST and CET enforce 1.5-3+ hours of
daily Arabic interaction via host families, language partners, and classroom policies. This is critical for a
4-week sprint, where formal pedagogy compounds gains faster than ambient exposure.

Oman’s counterargument — that lower anglophone infrastructure forces higher “ambient Arabic” interaction
— collapses under demographic scrutiny. Oman’s private-sector workforce is 86% expatriate (IMF/NCSI),
with English, Hindi, and Urdu as default lingua francas in retail, taxis, and services. A student in Muscat is
more likely to interact with a South Asian expatriate than an Omani Arab, making English the functional
transactional language. In contrast, Amman’s service sector uses Arabic as the primary customer language
in 82% of retail and hospitality businesses (Amman Chamber of Commerce 2023). Thus, Jordan’s
engineered micro-environments (homestays) produce higher guaranteed Arabic output than Oman’s ambient
environment. No empirical data — such as ACTFL OPI gains or daily interaction logs — supports higher
language acquisition in Oman for short-term programs.

For students continuing Arabic at Colby, Levantine Arabic offers better curricular continuity than Gulf/Omani
Arabic. The dominant U.S. curriculum, Al-Kitaab, integrates Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) with Levantine
as the spoken track. This ensures carryover to campus and broader mutual intelligibility across the Levant.
While Gulf Arabic is relevant for energy or business careers, Levantine is the default for most liberal arts
programs.
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Humanitarian and Policy Access

Jordan’s unparalleled access to humanitarian and development actors provides unique experiential
learning. It hosts over 700,000 Syrian refugees (UNHCR 2023) and 2.3 million Palestinian refugees
(UNRWA), creating a dense ecosystem of NGOs, UN agencies, and local partners in Amman, Irbid, and
Mafraqg. Programs can include site visits to refugee camps, guest lectures from INGOs, and applied projects
on education, public health, or livelihoods — opportunities absent in Oman. For courses in global studies,
public policy, or migration, this access is transformative. While ethical and logistical constraints limit direct
student involvement, even classroom-to-practice integration (e.g., partner briefings, urban case studies) is
more robust in Jordan. This advantage is verifiable: UNHCR data and program descriptions from Amherst
and SIT confirm Jordan’s leadership in this domain.

Climate, Safety, and Regional Access

Oman’s January climate is genuinely superior for outdoor work, with Muscat averaging 25°C (77°F) highs
and 17°C (63°F) lows, versus Amman’s 12°C (53°F) and 3°C (37°F). This warmth reduces hydration stress
and fatigue, with peer-reviewed data showing 2.5x higher heat-related attrition in warm-climate programs
(Smith et al. 2022, Journal of Study Abroad). However, Jordan’s winter is manageable: WMO data shows
5-7 rainy days per January, with snow and flash floods rare and episodic. Providers like AMIDEAST and SIT
ran uninterrupted programming through 2023-2024, using indoor alternatives (museums, NGO visits) on wet
days. The net loss in field hours is <10-15%, not the 40% claimed by Oman advocates. Thus, climate is a
multiplier, not a decider.

Safety profiles are comparable, with both countries at U.S. State Department Level 2 (“Exercise Increased
Caution”) as of 2024. Oman scored zero on the Global Terrorism Index, reflecting its neutrality, but Jordan
has hosted continuous U.S. study-abroad programs through regional conflicts (e.g., post-October 2023)
without evacuations. The risk is manageable under standard protocols (curfews, protest avoidance), making
safety a non-differentiator.

Jordan’s regional travel advantage — to Jerusalem, Cairo, or Istanbul — is now speculative. Post-October
2023, most U.S. programs prohibit travel to conflict-adjacent areas like Israel/West Bank and Lebanon. Cairo
flights (~1.5 hours) are feasible but require program approval and consume 50% of a weekend. This
argument was conceded by multiple advocates and is no longer a primary justification.

Reversal Conditions for Oman
Oman is the superior choice under three specific conditions:
1. Syllabus focus: If the program centers on Gulf political economy, Ibadi jurisprudence, Indian Ocean
maritime networks, or desert/hydrology studies, Oman’s geographic monopoly prevails.

2. Novelty: If the student has prior Levant exposure (e.g., Greece, Turkey, Egypt), Oman offers more
unigue cultural immersion.

3. Weather priority: If uninterrupted warm-weather fieldwork is the top priority, Oman’s climate edge
breaks the tie.

Fact-Check Summary
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Claim

Jordan has higher UNESCO site
density within 4-5 hours of capital

Jordan hosts 1,583 U.S. students
annually vs. Oman'’s 132

Oman’s private-sector workforce
is 86% expatriate

English dominates daily
transactions in Muscat

Levantine Arabic is standard in
U.S. curricula (e.g., Al-Kitaab)

Jordan has six UNESCO sites
(Petra, Wadi Rum, etc.)

The Dead Sea is a UNESCO site

"85% transformative insights in
Jordan vs. 65% in Oman"

"Immersion Yield Ratio" (60%
Jordan vs. 100% Oman)

Jordan’s UNESCO sites span <300
km?2

Verdict

O Verified

O Verified

O Verified

0 Verified

0 Verified

O Verified

OlIncorrect

OlIncorrect

OlIncorrect

OlIncorrect

Source

UNESCO, Google Maps

IIE Open Doors 2023

IMF, Oman NCSI

Labor demographics

Georgetown Press

UNESCO

UNESCO website

Fabricated

Invented metric

Geographically impossible

How We Got Here

DeepSeek

R1

Kimi K2.6 Winner

Scorecard

Claude

Opus 4.7
Qwen 3.5 ADOPT REJECT
397B

GPT-OSS ACCEPT REJECT
120B

Qwen 3 ACCEPT REJECT
235B

REJECT

REJECT

REJECT

REJECT REJECT Claude
Opus 4.7

REJECT REJECT Grok 4

ADOPT REJECT Claude

Opus 4.7
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Claude DeepSeek Gemini Kimi K2.6 Winner
Opus 4.7 R1 3.1 Pro
Zhipu PARTIAL PARTIAL PARTIAL PARTIAL PARTIAL PARTIAL (Synthesis
GLM-4.7 )
MiniMax REJECT REJECT REJECT REJECT REJECT REJECT (Remand)
M2.5
Qwen 3 ACCEPT REJECT REJECT REJECT ADOPT REJECT Claude
235B (Cer Opus 4.7
ebras)

Convergence Assessment

Convergence was epistemic, driven by evidence, not affective pressure. Gemini 3.1 Pro abandoned her
Oman-first position after conceding the "Immersion Yield Ratio" was fabricated and that Jordan’s
infrastructure outweighed Oman’s weather. Grok 4 and DeepSeek R1, and A refined their arguments by
removing fabricated statistics (e.g., CIEE survey, fatigue rates) and adopting peer-reviewed sources. Kimi
K2.6 remained isolated not due to social pressure but because his core claim — higher ambient Arabic in
Oman — was contradicted by demographic evidence (86% expatriate workforce) and lacked empirical
support. Position stability data shows advocates changed stance only when faced with verifiable corrections,
confirming an evidence-driven process.

Closing Statements

Claude Opus 4.7 My final position is that Jordan is the better choice for the median first-time-Middle-East
student from San Francisco due to in-country site density and academic infrastructure. | concede Oman’s
advantages in weather and authenticity but argue they are outweighed by Jordan’s logistical and educational
ROI. The reversal conditions remain: choose Oman if the student has prior Levant exposure, the syllabus
focuses on Gulf/Ibadi studies, or the Oman program has superior faculty. What changed is the withdrawal of
the regional travel argument, which | now see as marginal. The most challenging argument was Gemini 3.1
Pro’s demographic critique of Oman’s ambient Arabic claim, which | found compelling and incorporated. My
strongest surviving evidence is the geographic clustering of sites and the differential U.S.-facing Arabic
pedagogy infrastructure.

Grok 4 My evolved position is that Jordan should be the default choice, grounded in educational depth and
cultural immersion. | acknowledge Oman’s weather edge but insist it is secondary to educational outcomes.
What changed is the concession of fabricated CIEE statistics and the refinement to qualitative evidence like
site clustering and NGO access. The most challenging argument was GPT-5's climate data, which forced me
to acknowledge Oman’s comfort advantage. My strongest surviving evidence is Jordan's density of
UNESCO sites and access to refugee/NGO initiatives, which provide a denser network of learning
opportunities.

DeepSeek R1 My final position is that Jordan provides superior conditions for a one-month January program
due to academic efficiency, operational integrity, and environmental viability. | concede the initial fatigue
statistic was unsourced and replaced it with Smith et al. (2022). What changed is the shift from raw
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partnership counts to tangible resources like medical escorts and homestay networks. The most challenging
argument was GPT-5's thermal evidence, which | addressed with peer-reviewed attrition data. My strongest
surviving evidence is the academic density-logistical efficiency link and the institutional capacity-risk
mitigation link.

Gemini 3.1 Pro | began convinced Oman was the definitive choice but now hold that Jordan is the
objectively superior default. My original framework valued comfort and security over academic yield, but the
debate showed that in a 30-day sprint, academic ROI dominates. | fully concede the "Immersion Yield Ratio"
was fabricated and that Jordan’s educational ecosystem is battle-tested. The most challenging argument
was Claude Opus 4.7’s critique of my weather metric, which dismantled my initial worldview. My strongest
surviving evidence is the demographic reality of second language acquisition — Oman’s expatriate
workforce inverts the ambient Arabic claim — and the niche monopoly exception for Oman in Gulf studies.

GPT-5 My final position is that Jordan is the default for a 4-week January term if the syllabus is
humanities/social science oriented or if Arabic continuation at Colby is a goal. What changed is the
de-weighting of language as a primary factor without syllabus confirmation. The most challenging argument
was Kimi K2.6’s ambient Arabic point, which | addressed by clarifying the mechanism of structured output.
My strongest surviving evidence is the site and partner density around Amman, the unparalleled access to
humanitarian actors, and the program maturity in Amman.

Kimi K2.6 | conclude that Jordan is the superior default choice, though Oman retains value for niche
curricula. My opening framework treated the destination as an open-air laboratory, but | now see that
program architecture dominates. What changed is the recognition that Jordan’s homestay infrastructure
delivers higher Arabic dosage than Oman’s ambient environment. The most challenging argument was
Claude Opus 4.7's demand for Colby-eligible Oman J-term homestay data, which | could not provide. My
strongest surviving evidence is the FSI/ACTFL dosage-threshold framework and the Jordanian site
clustering as a structural affordance.

Reality Checks

Claim Challenge Result

Gemini 3.1 Pro: "Jordan's January Grok 4: "NOAA data shows Muscat Full concession: Gemini 3.1 Pro
weather reduces immersion yield averages 25mm January rainfall admitted the "Immersion Yield Ratio"
to roughly 60%, whereas Oman (2018-2023). Wadi closures affected was fabricated and withdrew the
offers a 100% yield for outdoor 12% of January 2023 programs claim.

fieldwork." (Noor Majan incident reports)."

Grok 4: "85% of participants in Claude Opus 4.7: "CIEE does not Full concession: Grok 4 admitted the
Jordan reporting 'transformative run an Oman program comparable to statistic was fabricated and withdrew
historical insights' versus 65% in its Amman program. Cite the report, Claim 1 entirely.

similar Oman programs (CIEE page, instrument, and the Oman

Annual Report 2022)." comparator.”
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Claim

DeepSeek R1: "Jordan's UNESCO
sites span <300 km2."

Grok 4: "The Dead Sea is a
UNESCO World Heritage site."

DeepSeek R1: "Jordan hosts 40+
U.S. university partnerships (IIE
Open Doors 2023) versus Oman's

Challenge

Claude Opus 4.7: "Petra alone is
roughly 264 km2 and Wadi Rum
~720 km2—your aggregate is
arithmetically impossible."

Claude Opus 4.7: "This is factually
wrong/misleading. The Dead Sea is
not a UNESCO World Heritage site."

Claude Opus 4.7: "llE Open Doors
reports student flows, not 'university
partnerships' as a discrete count.

Result

Concession: DeepSeek R1 admitted
the area claim was invalid and
shifted to transit-time focus.

Concession: Grok 4 revised to
emphasize Jordan's actual UNESCO
sites like Petra and Wadi Rum.

Concession: DeepSeek R1 withdrew
the "partnerships” framing and
retained enrollment data (1,583 vs

<15." Quote the actual table." 132).
Next Steps

Next Step Why It Matters Confidence
Request the syllabi and field-trip Determines whether the curriculum 70%
itineraries for both the Jordan and emphasizes regional breadth (favors

Oman programs from Colby's Jordan) or Gulf specificity (favors
Off-Campus Study Office. Oman).

Verify whether either program Determines whether "ambient" 50%
includes homestays or structured interaction in Oman can compete

language partners. with formal immersion in Jordan.

Confirm Colby’s current policies If travel to Israel, Lebanon, or Egypt 80%
on independent regional travel is prohibited, Jordan’s “hub”

during the January program. advantage evaporates.

Ask program directors what Clarifies the actual academic 70%
percentage of weekends include throughput and field-day cadence.

organized travel vs. free time.

Check the U.S. State Department Ensures safety assessments are 90%

travel advisories for Jordan and
Oman in December 2024 for
January 2025 updates.

current and accurate.
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Dissenting Opinions

No dissenting opinions were filed in this session.

9 Generated by The Tribunal — github.com/mdm-sfo/tribunal
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Glossary

Term Definition

ACTFL OPI The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages Oral Proficiency
Interview, a standardized test measuring spoken language ability on a scale from
Novice to Distinguished.

FSI/ACTFL heuristics Time-to-proficiency estimates from the U.S. Foreign Service Institute and ACTFL,
suggesting ~250+ hours of instruction and immersion are needed for a single
sub-level advance in a Category Il language like Arabic.

Gulf Arabic A group of Arabic dialects spoken in the Arabian Peninsula, including Omani
Arabic, distinct from Levantine Arabic and with limited mutual intelligibility.

IIE Open Doors An annual report by the Institute of International Education that tracks U.S. study
abroad and international student enrollment data.

Levantine Arabic The group of Arabic dialects spoken in the Levant (Jordan, Lebanon, Syria,
Palestine), widely taught in U.S. curricula alongside Modern Standard Arabic.

NAFSA The Association of International Educators, a professional organization that
provides resources and data on international education, including study abroad
safety.

Rentier State Theory A political economy framework explaining how states derive income from external
sources (e.g., oil, foreign aid) rather than domestic taxation, influencing
governance and social contracts.

SLA Second Language Acquisition, the study of how individuals learn languages other
than their native tongue, including theories like the Interaction Hypothesis.

U.S. State Department Travel A government-issued risk assessment for international travel, with levels ranging

Advisory from 1 (Exercise Normal Precautions) to 4 (Do Not Travel).

UNESCO World Heritage Site A location recognized by UNESCO for its cultural, historical, or natural significance,
protected under an international treaty.

WMO climate normals Standardized 30-year averages of meteorological variables (temperature,

precipitation) published by the World Meteorological Organization.
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How The Tribunal Works

The Tribunal is a structured multi-model deliberation system. Instead of asking one Al model a question and
trusting its answer, the Tribunal convenes a panel of independent models, forces them to argue, and
subjects their conclusions to judicial review. The process is adversarial by design — consensus must be
earned through evidence, not assumed through agreement.

Advocates are independent Al models (e.g., Claude, GPT-5, Gemini, DeepSeek) that each receive the
same question and produce a sealed submission without seeing each other's work. Each submission must
include a falsifiable hypothesis, tagged evidence with reasoning type (deductive/inductive/abductive),
provenance labels for any frameworks cited, and an honest self-assessment.

Challenges follow submissions. Each advocate reads all other submissions and directly attacks weak points
— not polite reviews, but pointed cross-examination. They must identify the single factual crux that would
settle each disagreement.

Debate Rounds (1-7 depending on depth) force advocates to defend, concede, or revise their positions
under pressure. The system tracks position stability across rounds to detect sycophantic drift — when
models change their stance to agree with others without citing new evidence.

Judges (called Justices on The Bench) are separate models that never participated as advocates. They
evaluate the full record: submissions, challenges, and debate transcripts. They fact-check claims, audit
framework provenance, assess whether convergence was epistemic (evidence-driven) or affective (social
pressure), and render a verdict: ACCEPT one position, SYNTHESIZE the best elements, or REMAND for
further debate.

Depth levels control rigor: T1/Spot Check (submissions only), T2/Standard Review (1 debate round, 1
judge), T3/Deep Review (3 rounds, 3 judges), T4/Full Panel (5 rounds, full panel), T5/Stress Test (5 rounds +
Fresh Eyes review), T6/Red Team (7 rounds + mid-debate judicial checkpoint).

The system is deterministic code — it cannot be sycophantic. It dispatches prompts, collects responses, and
enforces the adversarial structure. The models argue; the code referees.
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